Diocese of West Missouri

Licensed Ministry ApplicatioN
Pastoral Leader 
(Pastoral Care Focus)


( New              
( Renewal

Full Name: _________________________________________________________________________________________
Mailing Address: __________________________________________________________________________________

Email Address: __________________________________________ 
Phone #: _____________________________
Congregation & Location: ________________________________________________________________________

Length of time resident in this congregation: __________________________________________________

Baptized: When_______________________________ 
Where_________________________________________

Confirmed: When_____________________________
Where_________________________________________

For a new license: Describe below the course of study and training that you have followed to obtain the necessary skills and background knowledge required for this license.  Attach separate sheet as necessary.

For a renewal license: Describe below the course of study and training that you have followed since your current license was issued to maintain your education and skills.  Attach separate sheet as necessary.

Describe below how you intend to use this license in your ministry.  For a renewal application, also describe how you have used this license since it was granted.  Attach separate sheet as necessary.

List below other licenses that you hold or have held.  Note those currently held.

I pledge to carry out this ministry to the glory of God under the authority of the Bishop of West Missouri, and with the integrity befitting this sacred trust.

_______________________________________________________
____________________

Signature of applicant
Date

Endorsements:

I certify that the applicant is a communicant in good standing of this congregation and qualified for this license.

_________________________________________
_______________

Rector/Vicar/Priest-in-charge
Date

The Vestry/Bishop’s Committee, by action at a regular meeting, recommends that this application for licensed ministry be approved.

_________________________________________
_______________

Clerk of Vestry/Bishop’s Committee
Date

Send completed application to:
Diocese of West Missouri


Attn: License Application


P. O. Box 413227


Kansas City, MO  64141-3227

GUIDELINES AND REQUIREMENTS FOR

PASTORAL LEADER  (Canon 4.3)

A Pastoral Leader is a lay person authorized to exercise pastoral or administrative responsibility in a congregation under special circumstances

Pastoral Care Focus:

Qualifications

· Listens well.  

· Understands necessity of confidentiality.  

· Seeks and listens for significant thoughts, ideas, and feelings of the person or group.  

· Articulates thoughts and ideas in a manner that is comforting, clear, and concise.

Skills

· Can prepare couples for marriage from both a theological and practical perspective.

· Can counsel, comfort and pray with persons afflicted with illnesses of all kinds, and can also offer the same to family and friends of the ill person.

· Can aid and comfort families and individuals in issues of death and dying.

· Can counsel and comfort families and individuals in typical pastoral care issues including, but not limited to:

· Life transitions

· Children and parenting

· Care of aging parents

· Human relationships or their lack (loneliness)

· Economic hardship

· Alcoholism and substance abuse

· Can make referral to professional caregiver when appropriate.

Background Knowledge

· A basic understanding of Holy Scripture (Old and New Testaments), Church History, The Book of Common Prayer, Ethics and Theology (at the level of catechism and creeds).
· A college level understanding of psychology and family systems theory.
· Basic principles of spiritual development and spiritual direction.
Education and Training Possibilities

· Lay Academy for Education and Ministry
· West Missouri School for Ministry (auditing)
· George Herbert Institute (auditing)
· Rivendell Community
· The Center for Anglican Learning and Leadership (CALL), particularly the Pastoral Care Series of online courses
· Local college or university courses
· Courses from accredited seminaries, local or through distance learning
· Education for Ministry (EFM)
To be licensed:
· Recommendation of Rector/Vicar/Priest-in-charge and Vestry/Bishop’s Committee
· Examination and approval by the Licensed Ministry Committee.
Resources:

· An Introduction to Pastoral Care. Charles Gerkin, Abingdon Press, 1997. 

· Crisis Counseling. Howard W. Stone, Augsburg Fortress Publishers, Revised Edition 1993. 

· All Our Losses, All Our Griefs: Resources for Pastoral Care. Kenneth Mitchell and Herbert Anderson, Westminster John Knox Press, 1983. 

· How Will They Hear Us If We Don’t Listen. Ronald Johnson, Broadman and Holman Publishers, 1994. 

· Creative Ministry.  Henri J.M. Nouwen, Doubleday, 1991. 

· Caring for God’s People. Philip Culbertson, Fortress Press, 2000. 

· Teaching ...Sermons on Suffering. Barbara Brown Taylor, Abingdon Press, 1989. 

· Generation to Generation. Edwin H. Friedman. The Guilford Press, 1985.

